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Course goals: 

This hands-on, process-oriented writing course will help students to write more effectively. 

Throughout the course students will look at various writing models while drafting, revising, and 

editing their own original work. An emphasis will be placed on: inventive writing, essay structure, 

strength and source of evidence, reinforcing proper grammar, analysis of arguments, constructing 

original arguments and the framework for writing academic research essays. In addition, we will 

work towards enhancing student´s abilities to write cover letters, emails, and creative essays.  

The course will develop organically as student´s skills and interests become more defined. 

Students will be encouraged to participate as contributors and editors of an English language literary 

journal. 

 

UNIT ONE: WHAT ARE THE INGREDIENTS FOR GOOD WRITING  

WEEK 1  

Introduction  

• Discuss goals of course 

• Discussion of class expectations – of instructors and of students.  

• In Class reading and discussion  

• What we mean by “reading.”  

• Why Write? The value and purpose of writing, different kinds of writing, different styles, good vs. 

bad writing  

Homework:  

• Selected Readings including George Orwell´s “Why I Write.” 

WEEK 2  

Why Write? What makes Writing Good or Bad?  

• Reading response due  

• Selected Readings including Plato´s “The Parable of the Cave” and Emerson´s “The Poet”, “Self-

Reliance” and “On Nature” 

WEEK 3 

http://www.fcsh.unl.pt/


The Sentence  

• Reading response due  

• Parts of a sentence: subject, verb, modifiers  

• Dependent vs. independent clauses  

• Overview of grammatical terms.  

• Selected Reading including Homer´s Odyssey: “The Curse of Polyphemus”  

WEEK 4 

The Paragraph  

• What is a paragraph?  

• Paragraph Burger” exercise. Emphasis on finding a thesis  

• Discuss the selections from The Odyssey  

• In partners draft a two paragraph summary of the selections from The Odyssey (and/or other 

selected texts.) 

WEEK 5 

Quotation, Citation and Paraphrase  

• Quotation vs. Paraphrase  

• Why cite information? What is plagiarism?  

• Exercise: Turning quotations into paraphrase, using quotation from assigned articles.  

WEEK 6 

Grammar Review  

• Review of the grammar concepts covered to this point in the course   

WEEK 7  

Beyond the Paragraph  

• Take grammar review quiz & review answers together  

• What is an essay? What is the function of a paragraph in a longer piece of writing?  

• Discuss how the structure of an essay mimics that of a paragraph  

• Wrap-up discussing the essential elements of good writing  

Peer Review  

• Bring in first draft of your two paragraph essay  

• Match up in Partners to review each other’s essay. The point of peer review is to correct grammar 

and comment on ways to improve their writing style. Take this seriously, as it is a way to improve 

both your writing and your partner’s writing.  

• Read Orwell, “What is Science?” Select two quotes and write a three sentence response for each quote.  

WEEK 8: MAKING AN ARGUMENT: THE FIVE PARAGRAPH ESSAY   

The 5-Paragraph Essay  

• Introduction to “brainstorming”  



• Brainstorm necessary parts of an argument  

• Introduce 5-paragraph essay   

Making an Argument  

• Discuss Orwell reading.  

• What is an argument? Why is making one important?  

• In-class exercise: Parts of an argument  

Essay Outlines  

• Intro to Outlines  

• In-class exercise: Sample outline on an essay topic chosen by the class.  

• Prepare essay outline. Be prepared to show your outlines to other students and discuss them in class.  

WEEK 9  

Gathering Research  

• Essay outline due. Discussion of outlines – questions and concerns  

• Class discussion: Why should you cite information in an essay? Parallels between  

citation and discussion: what it means to contribute to a discourse  

• Handout: Incorporating research into an outline  

WEEK 10 

Essay Writing Workshop: Editor’s Meeting  

• Discussion of essay progress. Refresher on essay expectations.  

WEEK 11  

Editing and Revision  

• ESSAY #2 DUE  

• In-class discussion: Handout, excerpt from Orwell’s “Politics and the English  

Language” discussing the principles of good writing  

• Approaching editing and revision: what is the editing process? How do you make writing better?  

• In-Class Exercise: Can this Paragraph be Saved?  

WEEK 12 

The Five-Paragraph Essay Reviewed  

• FINAL DRAFT OF ESSAY #2 DUE  

• In-class discussion: What does a five-paragraph essay do? Strengths and weaknesses?  

• Grammar exercise  

• Introduction to next unit: literary analysis. How does fiction writing operate differently  

from nonfiction? How could you use essay writing to approach fiction?  

WEEK 13: LITERARY ANALYSIS  

• Discussion of close reading: what is close reading? Why do we close read? What are some close 

reading strategies? Close read a few sentences together.  



• Handout: terms for literary analysis.  

WEEK 14 Literary analysis continued  

How does a five-paragraph essay help us understand literature?  

• Essay outline discussion.  

Research Essay: Examples and Theory  

• In-class activity: Review a research essay as a class. Practice identifying its thesis, its  

supporting arguments, its citations, and its conclusion. Suggest improvements or further  

research for the essay.  

• Work on Essay #3. Read Kant, “What is Enlightenment?”  

How Do Research and Writing Affect the World?  

• Discuss Kant  

• Work on Essay #4  

Preparing for the Final  

•  ESSAY #4 DUE  

• Discussion of the final essay: what to expect, what to focus on, grading and  

expectations   

• Workshop final essays, making last changes and improvements.   

Portfolios  

The portfolio is the most important part of the course. Your portfolio should include the following:  

• ALL of your original essays  

• ALL of your revisions  

• ALL of your homework assignments and extra writing  

• ALL of your free writing exercises  

 


